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Find Tahlti’s Secret Beauty
Sure, over-water huts are a large
part of Tahiti's allure. But beyond
thern, amid rivers, lush hiils and
vibrant locals, these islands radi-
ate a welcome unlike any other.

TRAVEL GUIDE > p.82
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Barely Discovered
A rare cruise offers Melanesia’s
most remote outposts, war ca-
noes and an unwanted marriage.
Not all wishes are fairy tales.
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Meet the Other Hawail

A mule ride along the
world s largest sea cliffs, a night
dive with manta rays. a paddie
up the Na Pali Coast — there's
more to Hawaii than you thought.

TRAVEL GUIDE > islands.com/hawai
6 Taste the Ultimate Sushi

Whether fresh off 3 con-
veyor belt at a downtown diner
or straight from Tokyo's upscale
(yet hidden) sushi treasures, one
bite sparks revelations.
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It S 1romc, isn t 1t how be1n surrounded by water will
Free to chase, try, discover and live your most remote wishes. We chose?*—
50 to pursue, starting with a well-traveled oto%ra;pher S \\ —

“dream a551gnment and the four wishes that unfolded before hlS eyes. —
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Travel Guide

HOW TO DO

Tahiti

*You cantavoid sand and palms. Come on. it’s Tahiri. Just
don't avoid the people. Eat with them. Swim with them.
Drink beer with them. You'll get to the beach. Make sure

== Hungry? Find a Truck

DAY )v's an eight-hour flight from Los An-
geles to Tahiti, and you land pretty

1 late in the evening. As tempting as

it is to eat a convenient dinner at 3

holel or chain restaurant, don't. Instead. go
into the city of Papeete, near the bay. where
you can smell the food being served from food
trucks. catled “roulettes.” along the streets.
Eat fresh fish, rice and vegetables under the
stars with local families. Not only are the
meals cheaper from the backs of the trucks,
but they’re more authentic and simply better.

e==_Up for the Dawn Patrol
DAY The stores usually close early in the
evening, and they sell out of fresh
2 goods (like bread) by midmorning
: the next day. So stocking up is one
good reason to get up early. (Don't forget the
mosquito repellent,) Another good reason is the
local scene at Papenoo Beach. (tisn't what you
might expect. The shoreline is predominantly
pebbly and rocky. (nstead of tourists you'll find

vou see the real Tahiri first.”

CEDRIC ANGELES, photographer

local Tahitians surfing, kayaking and swimming
shortly after sunrise. Get to know them and
you'll wind up with a board or paddle. Probably
a cold Hinano and a sandwich too. Later, go to
the food stalls at Papeete Market ang eat rice
ang salmon while standing with new friends.

e Get Wet
JBAY Lite in Tahiti is all about the water,
so you'd better drive the loop around
3 the main island while wearing your
ween swimsuit and flip-flops. Soak in the
views, and stop to swim at Plage de Toaroto
and off the black sand of Point Venus, and then
continue to the airport — it's officially in faaa,
the only place we've seen spelled with back-
to-back-to-back a's. Take an Air Tahiti flighl to
Raiatea, still wearing the swimsuit under your
clothes. From there. hop on a shuttle boat over
to and check into
one of the three over-water bungalows at the
Private Island Resort. Put your bags down and
step off your porch into the ocean water you've
seen in classic Tahiti paintings.

Stay Wet
PAY Rent a little outboard-powered
boat (you can even have your lunch
4 packed for the ride), and putter to the
: lagoon hidden among barrier islets
(called motus). This 1s where you'll find the
beaches and shallow-water snorkeling worthy
of your best camera. Eat picnic-style on the
beach, and on the way back use the boat to
explore more of the little islands. The bigger
island of Tahaa is known as Vanilla Island be-
cause its ground produces more vanilla than
any other in Tahiti. Take a jeep through the
hills and back roads to find the farms that pro-
duce the worid-famous beans. These will be
among your most avthentic Tahitian souvenirs.
Get back to the bungalow in time to take an
evening swim and to see the tish — including
sharks — swimming under the glass-top cotfee
table that sits over a viewing hole in your floor.

== Go Home Damp
DAY " Take an outrigger canoe, or pirogue,
to the coral garden near Vahine early
5 in the morning. Always bring snor-
kel gear when you're on the water.
A!terward take the shuttle boat and short
flight back to the main island. Grab a tuna
burger at a café like Lagon Bleu. You might
have time for one more swim before your late
flight. Take some of that Tahitian water home
with you, even if it’s just in your ears.

» Top Rated St. Croix Hote! on TripAgvisor!

& 40 spacious beachfront moms each with a view,
breeze and private patia

 Large beautiful beach with great snorkeling

& Award winning stafl, restaurant and bar

800-548-4460
www.paimspelicancove.com

» Find renewal in the natural pristine beauty of St. Jahn
* Unwind seaside on 1,200 feet af while sand beach
» Refresh your spirit in 176 guestrooms and 146 villas
» Energize at the fitness center with spa services
888-627-7206
westinresortstjohn.com/USVi-offers

ST. THOMAS

« Casual, Friendly, Fun - All on lhe Beach

s Two Very Popular Bars & Restaurants

o All-Inclusive — Amazing Food & Beverage

s Family Owned with a Fantastic Stait

» All Roorns have a Beautiful Ocean View
800-350-9660

www.bolongobay.com

» Spacious beachfront guestrecoms & deluxe hillside suites
® Maddern style and amenities
* Prvate bzlconies with stunning views
e Full-service spa, casino and PADI 5-star diving
877-773-9700
www.divicarina.com

US VIRCIN ISLANDS™

ORI O TRORAL
www ViLItUSYL.com

® Winner of * 2009 Best Beach Resort an 5t. Croix”
Virgin Islands Daily News Readers’ Poll
¢ Beachfront location & 5 min. from downtown shopping.
s 40 Oceanfrant condos ranging from Studio to 4Bdrm
starting at $110
» Private balcanies, kilchens, A/C, free WiF) by the pool,
& mare!
800-524-2049 » www.sugarheachstcroix.com
ST. THOMAS

* Oceanlront suites, fully equipped
* Private beach, perfect for wadding, honeymoan
e Tennis, pool, dive/water sports onsite
» Seaside restaurant & bar
800-524-2250
www.secretharbourvi.com
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