Kia Abdullah discovers whether
French Polynesia really can live up to
the hype
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then spend an hour exploring stunning
coral reef and a variety of marine life in the
warm Polynesian sun.

There is also a number of paid activities
that can be organised by the Vahine team
including scuba diving, helicopter flights
to Bora Bora and deep sea fishing. There
are plans to open a spa on-site but in
the mean time, you can book a luxurious
afternoon massage on the deck of your
bungalow, in the coconut grove or on
the beach — just let the team know. Of
course, that’s not where the luxuries end.
The cuisine on Vahine is beyond gourmet.
From elaborate fare for sophisticated
palates (foie gras and baby octopus)
to good old hearty soul food (the best
mushroom risotto I've ever had!), Vahine’s
chefs will delight you.

Our three days there were filled with
indulgence and before we knew it, it was
time to move on. We were keen to try
another outlying island, far from the traffic
of famed Bora Bora. We chose Relais &
Chéateaux’s Le Taha’a Island Resort & Spa
off the coast of Taha’a (letahaa.com). This
time we opted for an overwater bure, the
ultimate in honeymoon indulgence. With
steps leading straight into the ocean,

a bright and airy bedroom and a luxury

bath, it once again proved that French
Polynesia lived up to the legend.

Le Taha’a has a considerably larger
capacity than Vahine, so doesn’t feel quite
as tucked away as the smaller resort — but
it does make up for it with added choice.
There are three restaurants including
The Ohiri, its top-tier gourmet restaurant
offering creative French Polynesian fusion
cuisine complemented by a selection of
wines handpicked by their sommelier.
Reservations are essential so make sure
you book beforehand. Meanwhile, Le
Spa offers a range of luxury treatments
including a signature full body massage
with essentials oils of your choosing —
simply divine.

Le Taha’a also offers a range of
complimentary activities from paddle
boards to snorkelling gear. The piece
de résistance, however, is its very own
coral garden offering some of the best
snorkelling you’ll ever enjoy. The garden
has a natural drift so once you walk to the
correct spot, you can simply rest in the
water and let the tide do the hard work,
leaving you to enjoy the scores of stunning
fish and colourful coral.

In the evenings, the resort offers a range
of entertainment including traditional

Tahitian dance as well as a breathtaking
fire show. Of course, if you’d rather
spend your evenings in the seclusion of
your bure, you can opt for in-room or
on-balcony dining. Just ask the staff and
they’ll be happy to oblige.

As | watched the stars emerge that first
night at Le Taha’a, | realised that | wasn’t
yet too jaded to be truly stunned. | wasn’t
inured to shocking beauty and personal
service with a smile. | was wrong about
French Polynesia: it did live up to the ideal.
Effortlessly and exceedingly, it lived up to
the ideal.
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« Accommodation
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e: manager@vahine-island.com

w: vahine-island.com

Le Taha’a Island Resort & Spa
e: resa@letahaa.com
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